THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

When this conversation was finished,  I spoke with
Colonel Ortega in command of the 3rd Army Corps.

Col. Casado: What do you think of what has happened?

CoL Ortega: I cannot pretend that it has not surprised
me, I'm also surprised that you shouldn't have told
me beforehand what you were thinking of doing.

CoL Casado: You should see that it would have been
unpardonably stupid if I had given you information
beforehand, since you are an active member of the
Communist Party. Tell me categorically what your
attitude is.

Col. Ortega: I must ask for time to think.

CoL Casado: Think, by all means. But do not act without
my orders. I have the support of everyone who cares
for Spain, and remember that anyone who tries to
oppose the will of the people will be shot.

CoL Ortega: Very well, I will act in accordance with your
orders.

I gathered from these conversations that I could not
count on the 2nd and 3rd Army Corps, but that I could on
the ist and 4th (as we shall see later, I was deceived, since
the ist Army Corps mutinied and its Commander,
Lieut.-Col. Barcelo, was in charge of the revolt). What
attitude did the Air Force, the Tanks and the Assault
Guard adopt? At that moment I could not gather,
although there was a possibility that they would rise
against the National Council of Defence, since they were
mostly Communists.
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